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American Institute of Accountants
State Society
Service Department

INCORPORATED UNDER THE LAWS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

January 9, 1950

To:

State Society & Chapter Presidents
State Society & Chapter Chairmen of
Committees on Education
State Society & Chapter Chairmen of
Committees on State Legislation

Gentlemen:

Enclosed are revised summaries of the educational and experience
requirements of candidates for the CPA examinations as conducted by the
forty-eight states, the District of Columbia and the U. S. territories.
This data has been compiled from the latest information avail
able to the Institute through the Accountancy Law Service of Commerce
Clearing House. Since we receive numerous requests for this information
and would like to keep it up to date, we should appreciate it if you
would notify us if the requirements reported for your state are incor
rect, so that all changes may be included in the next revision.

Sincerely yours,

Director of Public Relations
CENoyes/ec
Enclosures

From The Accountancy

date given refers to the year in which the law
originally enacted, whereas each succeeding date refers

* If

,

information listed for your state is not correct please n otify State Society Service Department of American
Institute of Accountants.

(b) Year in which law became regulatory .

years of high school or equivalent.

years of high school or equivalent.

to years in which the law was amended, codified or revised.

was

fir s t

4

1913, 1915,
1921, 1945,

Delaware

(a) The

4

1907, 1918,
1933, 1941

4

years of high school or equivalent.

years of high school or equivalent hours of courses in an evening
high school, which included 3 years of English and 2 years of Mathe
matics, and in addition thereto has completed 2 years ' courses of
study of college grade, or graduated from junior college, or i f
applicant fa ils to show equivalent to the Board, must pass pre
liminary written examination given by the Board.
4

Connecticut

1947

equivalent.

High school graduate or equivalent, or pass an examination set by
the Board.

High school graduate or

1907, 1937(b)

1949

1901, 1913,
1929, 1945(b),
1946, 1947,

1937

1915, 1927,

1949

1919, 1922,
1928, 1933(b),

Colorado

California

Arkansas

Arizona

accounting.

15 units of high school work, of which 3 must be in English, 2 in
Mathematics and 1 in History, the remainder to be selected from
subjects listed on the C ertificate of Recommendation by the Board;
or 25 years of age and 5 years continuous practice in public

1937

1919, 1923,

Alabama

Clearing House, Inc.)* _____

Complete Educational Requirements

By Commerce

Territories (Compiled

Dates Of Law (a)

Service, Published

State Or
Territory

Law

Of Columbia And U. S.

Summary Of

Educational Requirements Of Candidates For CPA Exam
inations As Conducted By The Forty-Eight States, The D istrict

January 5, 1950

1923, 1940

D istrict of

-

years with C.P.A.

1919, 1921, 1923,
1925, 1927, 1929,
1933, 1939, 1943

1903, 1907, 1927(b),

1921, 1927, 1941,

Idaho

Illin o is

Indiana

High school graduate or

University of Illin o is.

or revised.

was

(a) The

(b) Year in which law became regulatory,

equivalent.

In addition to the above, during the fourth, fifth , and sixth years following
passage of the act, proof of the successful completion of 16 semester hours
or the equivalent thereof in the study of accounting in a school acceptable
to the University of Illin o is. During the seventh and succeeding years
following passage of the act, proof of successful completion of 30 semester
hours or the equivalent thereof in the study of accounting, business law,
economics and finance, of which at least 20 semester hours or the equivalent
thereof shall be in the study of accounting in a school acceptable to the

During the three years following passage of the act, 4 years of high school
or secondary school approved by the University of Illin o is, or completed an
equivalent course of study acceptable to the University of Illin o is.

fir s t date given refers to the year in which the law
origin ally enacted, whereas each succeeding date
refers to years in which the law was amended, codified

1945

1943(b), 1947, 1949

4

years of high school or equivalent.

years of high school or equivalent in commercial experience in accounting,
the value of which to be determined by the Board.
4

1908, 1931, 1933,

Georgia

1935, 1943(b)

4

1905, 1927(b),
1931, 1935, 1941

years of high school or equivalent.

and 3

4 years of high school or equivalent, and graduation from recognized school
of accountancy and 1 year experience with C.P.A; or high school graduate

Complete Educational Requirements

2

Florida

Columbia

Dates Of Law(a)

State Or
Territory

-

January 5, 1950

High school graduate or equivalent; or graduate of college or university
having completed 30 or more semester hours or equivalent in study of account
ing, business law, economics and finance and who has had 2 years public
accounting experience with C.P .A. or P .A . ; or graduate o f college or univer 
sity with 3 years public accounting experience with C.P A. or P.A.

in higher accountancy in a university, college,
night school or extension school approved by Board, provided, however, that
following shall have been considered to have acquired the equivalent of a
higher accountancy education: (1) PAs who qualified under Act of 1924; (2)
persons who have worked continuously for 3 years as senior accountants with
a C.P.A. or P.A.

1916, 1946(b)

1908, 1912, 1924(b),
1926, 1939

1913, 1916, 1919,

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

1900, 1904, 1912,
1916, 1924(b), 1939

years of high school or equivalent.

or revised.

was

(a) The

.

High school education or

(b) Year in which taw became regulatory .

equivalent, and graduated from school of accountancy
having at least a 2 years course, or have had practical experience in public
accounting for 2 years, except that any person may take C.P.A. examination
who has had 5 years continuous experience in public accounting or auditing,
as defined by this law, at least 1 year of which must have been after June, 1924.

4

Must have completed course

fir s t date given refers to the year in which the law
origin ally enacted, whereas each succeeding date
refers to years in which the law was amended, codified

Maryland

years of high school or equivalent, or completion of 60 semester hours of
college or university work obtained in institutions on the accredited lis t of
the University of Kansas.

1923, 1944

4

1915, 1935

Kansas

graduate of at least 3 year college or university commerce course, majoring
in accounting. In lieu of college course, 3 years continuous practical
accounting experience, or 3 years as fie ld examiner under revenue agent-incharge of U. S. Income Tax Bureau, or as fie ld examiner in the Auditors, Comp
tro llers, Banking or Insurance Departments of the State of Iowa.

High school graduate or equivalent, or pass preliminary examination, and

1915, 1924, 1927,
1929(b), 1931, 1943

Iowa

-

Complete Educational Requirements

3

Dates Of Law(a)

State Or
Territory

-

January 5, 1950

An

applicant not graduated from high school
by University of Minnesota.

High school graduate

High school graduate or

High school graduate or

1909, 1911, 1913,
1922, 1929, 1943

1913, 1917, 1929

1921, 1926, 1937,

Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

1942

or revised.

was

(a) The

date given refers to the year in which the law
originally enacted, whereas each succeeding date
refers to years in which the law was amended, codified

fir s t

High school graduate or equivalent, or a person who, in the opinion of the Board,
has had sufficient commercial experience in accounting, to warrant a waiver of
the 4 year high school course or equivalent.

1909, 1919, 1921,
1933, 1935, 1937

Montana

(b) Year in which law became regulatory .

equivalent.

equivalent.

or equivalent.

4 years of high school or equivalent, or pass examination set by the Board;
provided, however, that a registered PA who has practiced as a public accountant
for 5 years prior to effective date of 1943 Act, shall be considered to have the
equivalent educational requirements.

1910, 1943(b), 1945,

1947

Missouri

Academic education equivalent to standard high school, but Board reserves right
to pass upon such evidence as may be submitted without reference to the unit
method employed by any association of colleges or secondary schools.

High school graduate or equivalents

is required to take prescribed tests given

1920, 1921, 1930(b),
1942

1947, 1949

1909, 1933, 1945,

years of high school or equivalents

Mississippi

Minnesota

4

1905, 1913, 1925(b),

Michigan

1949

High school graduate or equivalents

1909, 1910, 1911,
1919, 1920, 1922,
1923, 1931, 1932

Massachusetts

-

Complete Educational Requirements

4

Dates Of Law(a)

State or
Territory

-

January 5, 1950

1896, 1901, 1913,
1927, 1929, 1930,
1937, 1947, 1948,

York

New

years of high school or equivalent plus completion of course of study in

equivalent.

fir s t

1913, 1920, 1930,

1940

or revised.

was

(a) The

(b) Year in which law became regulatory .

in stitution of higher education, with major in accounting
or equivalent accounting education satisfactory to Board; or, i f application is
file d prior to Jan. 1, 1955, high school graduate or equivalent and completion
of intensified course in accounting, auditing, economics and business law, or
3 years practical accounting experience or its equivalent in diversified public
or private practice.
Graduate of accredited

date given refers to the year in which the law
origin ally enacted, whereas each succeeding date
refers to years in which law was amended, codified

Oregon

equivalent.

High school graduate or

1917, 1921, 1931,

Oklahoma

1941

equivalent.

High school graduate or

1908, 1921, 1947

Ohio

equivalent.

years of high school or equivalent.

High school graduate or

4

approved college or school of accountancy.

4

High school graduate or

High school graduate or equivalent as certified by an Academic Qualifying
C ertificate from the Department of Public Instruction, Trenton, N. J. In lie u of
high school, the Board w ill consider satisfactory evidence of general practice of
public accountancy by applicant on his own account in New Jersey, or with a C.P.A.,
for 10 years, provided application is made prior to December 31, 1950. Subsequent
to January, 1951, must have completed a course of study in college or school of
accountancy and business administration registered with and approved by the Board.

1913, 1925

1935, 1943

1913, 1925(b), 1929

-

Complete Educational Requirements

5

North Dakota

North Carolina

1921, 1929, 1941,
1943, 1947(b)

Mexico

New

1949

1904, 1937

Jersey

Dates Of Law(a)

New

State Or
Territory

-

January 5, 1950

High school graduate or

1917, 1931, 1939,

South Dakota

fir s t

or revised.

amended,

codified

date given refers to the year in which the law
originally enacted, whereas each succeeding date

refers to years in which the law was

was

(a) The

otherwise.

1910, 1928(b), 1942,

Virginia

High school graduate or

High school graduate or

1912, 1915, 1917,
1921, 1923, 1931,
1933, 1937, 1949

Vermont

1944

High school graduate or

(b) Year in which law became regulatory .

equivalent education through commercial experience or

equivalent.

equivalent.

equivalent; or graduate of junior college, senior college
or university recognized by the Board and completed 30 semester hours or equivalent
in study of accounting, business law, economics and finance, of which at least
20 semester hours thereof has been in study of accounting; or graduate of junior
college, senior college or university recognized by the Board. With varying
experience requirements, depending on education.
High school graduate or

1907, 1921, 1923,
1933, 1941, 1943

1947

1915, 1925, 1945(b),

1939

1913, 1917, 1923,
1925, 1932, 1937,

Utah

Texas

Tennessee

equivalent.

equivalent.

equivalent.

High school graduate or completed a course of study and instruction equivalent
to requirements for graduation from Grade A High School.

High school education or

1915, 1920, 1942

South Carolina

1943

High school education or

1906, 1930, 1935,
1939

educational requirements.

Island

Rhode

No

Complete Educational Requirements

-

1899, 1909, 1915,
1921, 1923, 1927,
1929, 1947, 1949

Dates Of Law(a)

6

Pennsylvania

State Or
Territory

-

January 5, 1950

equivalent.

High school graduate or

High school graduate or equivalent; or graduate of college or university
recognized by the Board and completed 58 semester hours or equivalent thereof
in study of accounting, business law, economics and finance, of which at least
32 semester hours or equivalent thereof must be in study of accounting; or

1923, 1925, 1929,
1935, 1945

1927, 1937, 1945(b)

Hawaii

Puerto Rico

was

(a) The

(b) Year in which law became regulatory .

graduate of college or university recognized by the Board.

date given refers to the year in which the law
origin ally enacted, whereas each succeeding date
refers to years in which the law was amended, codified
or rev ised.

fir s t

equivalent.

High school graduate or

1937, 1945, 1949

Alaska

equivalent.

equivalent.

High school graduate or

1911, 1920, 1931

Wyoming

years of high school or equivalent.

High school graduate or
4

1911, 1923, 1937

College graduate with 60 or more quarter hours or equivalent in study of
accounting, business law, economics and finance, of which at least 45 quarter
hours or equivalent has been in study of accounting; or college graduate,
lacking required hours and studies, or graduate of established resident school
of business or accounting offering specified courses of study and high school
graduate or equivalent; or high school graduate or equivalent.

1903, 1921, 1937,
1949(b)

1913, 1915, 1917,
1923, 1935(b), 1949

Virginia

Complete Educational Requirements

-

Dates Of Law(a)

7

Wisconsin

West

Washington

State Or
Territory

-

January 5, 1950

21

25

21

Arizona

Arkansas

California

Experience Required Before Or After
Examination, But Before C ertificate
Is Issued____________________

years practical accounting.

3

Employment record

for 5 years immediately
preceding to be furnished.

or

4 years public accounting,

Law

Law

Law

Rule

Rule Of
Board

Law Or

equivalent.)

5

Department

of American

Rule

Rule

years public accounting; technical
Law
education accepted in lieu of 2 years
(Rule- College graduate with an account
ing major or its equivalent; based on a
minimum of 180 quarter hours or its

3 years public accounting, 2 in em
ploy of CPA; or 3^ years public
accounting, 1 in employ of CPA; or
4 years public accounting; or pri 
vate or government accounting or
auditing work, sufficiency determin
ed by Board. 1 year experience cre 
d it granted college graduate.

se lf or employed;
years public accounting with 2 years
technical education; or 6 years accounting
acceptable to Board and 1 year public
accounting in Conn. immediately prior.

None

certificate

None

3

Board.

2 years public accounting, se lf or employed;
or college degree or equivalent; or at least
10 years practical accounting acceptable to

2 years public practice, se lf or employed;
or 3 years as U.S. Revenue Agent.

Experience Required As Prerequisite to
Examination___________

information listed fo r your state is not correct, please notify State Society Service
Institute of Accountants.

21

Delaware

* If

21

Connecticut

issued)

21
(23 before

21

Alabama

Colorado

Age

State Or
Territory

Summary Of Experience Requirements Of Candidates For CPA
Examinations (Compiled From The Accountancy Law Service,
Published By Commerce Clearing House, Inc.)* _________

January 5, 1950

21

D istrict of

21

21

21

21

21

Florida

Georgia

Idaho

Illin o is

Indiana

Columbia

Age

State Or
Territory

2

Experience Required Before Or After
Examination, But Before C ertificate
Is Issued____________________

Law

Law

Law

Rule Of
Board

Law Or

None

5

3 years practice, 2 public; or 5
years as accounting instructor.

Rule

Law

years general accounting; or 4 years
Law
College graduate may s it for examina
public practice se lf; or 3 years employed tion; certificate withheld u n til ex
by CPA.
perience requirement met, 2 years credit
on experience given.

4

3

years continuous public accounting; or
years continuous practice or employment
by Federal or State Government in examina
tion of financial records in lieu of 2 years
public accounting; sufficien t technical edu
cation in accounting may be accepted in lieu
of 1 year practical accounting; 2 years con
tinous public accounting experience may be
waived i f applicant has had 5 years practical
public accounting, the la st year of which
immediately precedes issuance of certifica te.

3

w ill accept

years public accounting (Rule- Board
3 years as examiner for U.S.
Bureau of Internal Revenue in lieu of 2
years public accounting); or completion
of four-year course in accountancy at
Florida University and 1 year with regis 
tered accountant (Rule- Board w ill accept
college degree in business administration
with major in accounting and 3 years as
auditor in o ffice of Florida State Auditor).

1 year with CPA and technical education;
or 3 years with CPA.

Experience Required As Prerequisite To
Examination
______ _

-

January 5, 1950

Age

21

21

23

21

0

21

21

21

State Or
Territory

Iowa

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

3

Experience Required Before Or After
Examination, But Before C ertificate
Is Issued____________________

2

cation.

years continuous public accounting
immediately preceding application;
su fficien t technical education in account
ancy accepted in lieu of 1 year public
accounting; continuous experience re 
quirement may be waived i f applicant has
had 6 years public accounting, the la st
year of which immediately precedes appli 
4

2r year course at school of accounting;
or 2 years public accounting.

Experience board deems' equivalent to
years public accounting.

years public accounting

Rule

Law

Rule

Rule

Law

Rule

Law

Rule Of
Board

Law Or

High school graduate or equivalent
Law
with 4 years practical accounting
experience necessary to qualify as
internal auditor or graduate of fouryear college course in business administration
may take examination immediately in a ll but
accounting practice and public auditing;
certifica te withheld for 2 years continu
ous practical public accounting experience
and examination in accounting practice and
public auditing.

3

1 year accounting experience

College degree with 30 semester hours of
special study and 2 years public accounting,
se lf or employed; or college degree and 3
years public accounting, se lf or employed;
or 6 years public accounting.

5 years public accounting; or 3 years)
Candidate with 60 semester hours at
public accounting plus 60 semester ) or accredited college may take examina
hours at accredited college.
)
tion and recieve certifica te after 3
years public accounting experience
within 10 years.

tain capacities.

College degree and 1 year as sta ff account
ant; or 3 years public practice, se lf or
employed; or 3 years as U.S. Revenue agent
or fie ld auditor of State of Iowa in cer 

Experience Required As Prerequisite To
Examination
_____

-

January 5, 1950

None

21

21

21

21

21

21

21

M ississippi

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

Jersey

New

3

21

Minnesota

-

’

Experience Required Before Or After
Examination, But Before C ertificate
Is Issued____________________

se lf or

Law

Rule

Law

Law

Law

Rule

Rule

Rule Of
Board

Law Or

Rule
3 years public accounting as em
ployee of CPA; or 10 years exper
ience as U.S. Revenue Agent. 1 year
experience credit granted graduate of
school of accountancy or college with
required subjects; experience in armed
forces credited as approved by Board.

years public accounting, 2 in
3 j years public
accounting, 1 year in employ of CPA;
or 4 years public accounting; or
private, governmental or auditing
work approved by Board, not over 4
years required.
3

employ of CPA; or

employed

years in employ of CPA; or sim ilar
experience approved by Board.
4

None

years public accounting,

requirements; graduates from collegiate
schools of business given 1 or 2 years ex
perience credit, depending on type of
accounting experience.

2

years on sta ff of CPA or PA; or 2 years
as U.S. Revenue Agent; or 2 years as fie ld
auditor of state; or 2 years as accounting
instructor at accredited university; or 5
years private accounting acceptable to Beard;
or Board may accept any combination of above

3 years public accounting; or 3 years
as senior examiner in State Comptroller s
o ffice or State Income Tax Division or as
U.S., Revenue Agent.

Age

4

Experience Required As Prerequisite To
Examination____ _____________ ___

State Or
Territory

-

January 5, 1950

21

21

21

21

21

21

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

21

York

New

North Carolina

21

Mexico

Age

New

State Or
Territory

in practice of accounting

employed.

years public accounting practice,

se lf or

2

3 years practical accounting or equivalent 2 years public accounting or
in diversified public or private practice equivalent satisfactory to Board.
for high school graduate or equivalent,
who has not completed intensified course
in accounting, auditing, economics and
business law, and who file s application
prior to Jan. 1, 1955.

or equivalent school are deemed to have
had the equivalent of 3 years practical
accounting experience.

3 years of practical accounting; graduates
of School of Business o f U. of Oklahoma

3 years

3 years of accounting experience, 2 in
public practice se lf or employed by CPA;
or completion of 2 year course in accountancy
in school of recognized standing.

held u n til 1 year experience
acquired.

Graduate of four-year college may
take examination, certifica te with 

years experience, or its equivalent,
sta ff of CPA or PA, 1 as senior or
accountant in charge; or 2 years as U.S.
c iv il service senior fie ld auditor CAF 9.
on

2

3

Examination in theory of accounts,
commercial law and auditing may be
taken before experience.

Experience Required Before Or After
Examination, But Before C ertificate
Is Issued____________________

years of diversified accounting exper
ience, satisfactory to Board.

3

-

To

5

years of practical accounting exper
ience; graduates of school of business
given 2 years experience credit.

Experience Required As Prerequisite
Examination

-

January 5, 1950

Law

Rule

Law

Law

Law

Law

Rule

Law

Rule Of
Board

Law Or

21

21

21

21

21

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas

Utah

Vermont

21

21

Island

Age

South Carolina

Rhode

State Or
Territory

6

-

4

Board

years public accounting or equivalent

satisfactory to

2

2 years public accounting; or 3 years busi 
ness and bookkeeping; graduate of college
of commerce may be credited with part of
required experience.

without required studies and 3 years
public accounting; or high school and
years public accounting.

Graduation from junior or senior college or
university with required studies and 1
year public accounting, s e lf or employed;
or graduation from junior or senior college

or evidence of equal practical experience
satisfactory to Board; or graduation from
school of accountancy acceptable to Board.

2

years continuous employment by CPA; or
employment as Chief Bookkeeper for 4 years;

1 year accounting experience (before
receiving certifica te applicant must
post $5,000 surety bond with state).

3 years public accounting; or 2 years
public accounting for graduate of re
cognized course of advanced accounting.

Experience Required As Prerequisite To
Examination
____

-

years public accounting in S .C . ;
3 years in another state or
foreign country.

Graduate of junior or senior col 
lege with required studies may take
examination immediately in a ll but
accounting practice; certifica te
withheld for 1 year experience arid
examination in accounting practice.

or

2

Experience Required Before Or After
Examination, But Before C ertificate
Is Issued____ _______________

January 5, 1950

Law Or

Law

Law

Law

Law

Law

Law

Rule

Rule Of
Board

7

-

5 years accounting, at least
practice, se lf or employed.

21

21

Hawaii

Puerto Rico

in public

and 2

College degree including technical training
years public accounting, s e lf or employed;
or college degree without technical training
and 4 years public accounting ;or high school
graduate and 6 years public accounting.

3

Law

Law

Law

Law

Rule

years in practice of accounting.

5

25

Alaska

sufficient technical
education in accountancy in lieu of
1 ½ years public accounting. (Rule)

Board may accept

ment met.

Law

3

21

Wyoming

Law

Rule Of
Board

Law Or

1 year public accounting, se lf or em Law
ployed, and college graduate with re 
quired hours and studies; or 2 years
public accounting, self or employed,
and college graduate lacking required
hours and studies or graduate of school
of business or accounting and high school;
or 4 years public accounting, se lf or em
ployed and high school graduate; c e r tifi 
cate withheld u n til experience require 

experience requirement met.

tion; certifica te withheld un til

Graduate of accountancy school ac
ceptable to Board may take examina

Experience Required Before Or After
Examination, But Before C ertificate
Is Issued______ _______

years accounting.

3

23

years accounting equivalent to that
of senior in public practice acceptable
to Board.

in employ
of CPA; or 3 j years public accounting, 1
in employ of CPA; or 5 years of public
accounting; or 3 years as fie ld examiner
under U.S. Revenue Agent, with rating of
Grade CAF 11 or better.

3 years public accounting, 2

None.

2 years continuous public accounting se lf
or employed; or 4 years as U.S. Revenue
Agent; or 4 years as federal or state
employee in certain capacities; or
equivalent experience in opinion of Board.

Experience Required As Prerequisite To
Examination
______

Wisconsin

21

21

Washington

Virginia

21

Virginia

West

Age

State Or
Territory

-

January 5, 1950

